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WINTER 2014 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends ,   
    The salmon are runn ing again in  Perry Creek.  As I  watched them wi th  our fr iend   

Mohammed Usrof,  I explained how salmon return from the Pacific to the stream from where they hatched, and 

how we are not allowed to put rock along the stream bank to keep the nearby road from washing away, because the 

salmon are protected.  Mohammed is from Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip. It has been two years since he has seen his 

home. His mother died there while he was away, but he could not return. And as we learned once again this sum-

mer, Mohammed’s home is not protected. This has been a trying year for friends in the Middle East and for the 

Rachel Corrie Foundation (RCF). Israeli attacks this summer against 

Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank, and increasingly in East Jerusalem 

and elsewhere inside '48, have been shocking by any standard. Some say 

the escalation started with the abduction and killing of three Jewish boys 

hitchhiking in the West Bank. Cindy and I were in Israel and Palestine 

only weeks before that atrocity, but just days after two Palestinian boys were killed in Beitunia in nonviolent pro-

tests on Nakba Day. We could feel the tension increase daily. The escalation of violence in both communities is 

disheartening, but the cause is not found in the chronology of Palestinian living but in the context. The occupation 

is constant violence against the Palestinian people. We must keep that foremost in understanding their struggle to 

exercise basic human rights on both sides of the green line.  

 RCF has responded to the year's challenges in a variety of ways. During the height of the attack on Gaza, 

we partnered with Rebuilding Alliance and ADC-Orange County, and with support of generous donors were able to 

supply emergency sanitation kits to families taking refuge in UN schools. Based on our promise to pay once banks 

resumed normal business, our friend Khaled Nasrallah was able to purchase desperately needed sanitation items on 

credit and to distribute them long before they would otherwise have been available. We are now securing winter 

clothing for the poorest displaced children, supporting psychological work for women and children, and providing 

embroidery materials for women still displaced in UNWRA schools as means of salvaging both dignity and a bit of income for their families.   

 Still, our primary focus is political action at the grassroots level – to change public understanding, discourse and, ultimately, government policy, 

from actively supporting the occupation to actively working to end it. We thank you who have come to meet Cindy and me as we've spoken this year in six 

states, Israel and the West Bank. We attempted to visit Gaza in June, but Israeli authorities refused to let us enter. We were kindly invited for talkbacks after 

My Name Is Rachel Corrie in Iowa, Oregon, Jaffa-Tel Aviv, and in our own community, and the one-woman play edited from Rachel's writing, is to be re-

vived in New York in April. Our family continued our personal quest for accountability at the Israeli Supreme Court in Jerusalem, where our attorney Hussein 

abu Hussein argued against the decision of the lower court that fully exonerated the Israeli military in Rachel's killing. We are buoyed by Palestinian and Jew-

ish Israeli friends and supporters who joined us in Jerusalem and wait with us for a decision from the three justices who heard our appeal. And at RCF, we 

continue our active support for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS), the nonviolent resistance used to break South African apartheid, and called for by 

Palestinian civil society to break theirs as well.  

 I listened to Vice-President Biden this fall as he told Russia, "It is simply not acceptable in the 21st century for countries to attempt to redraw bor-

ders by force in Europe or anywhere…” We at RCF agree. As we look ahead and make plans for a new year, please join us and others in making this admin-

istration understand that this rule applies to Israel as well as Russia. We have all had an amazing impact in changing public discourse and understanding about 

Israel/Palestine. But government policy remains largely the same. If you can join us with your time, your expertise, and to the extent you are able, your dona-

tions, we can help bring an end to Israeli occupation and apartheid, so our 

friend Mohammed, like you or me, can enjoy the freedom to go home, 

unencumbered. 
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  Peace  Works 2014:   

     Yet  Again As Capt ives                 
     Peace Works Staff      

   
   Since the “War  on Drugs” originated  in  the  early 

1970s,  the number o f Americans incarcera ted in  the U.S.  

has jumped from 350,000 to over two million. Today, the U.S. has the 

highest rate of incarceration in the world. Yet it is the racial dimension 

of mass incarceration that is its most striking feature. No other country 

in the world imprisons so many of its racial and ethnic minorities. The 

U.S. imprisons a larger percentage of its black population than South 

Africa did at the height of Apartheid.  

Peace  Works  2014—from le ft :  Savvina  Chowdhury,  E l izabeth Moore ,  Noura  Erakat ,  

Ange la  Davis ,  Cra ig Corr ie ,  Andrew Meyer and Cindy Corr ie   (photo—John Harvey)   
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Connect ing Communit ies  in  

Resis tance:  Sister -Ci t ies  

and The Olympia-Rafah  

Sol idar i ty  Mural   
Elizabeth Moore, RCF Program Assistant  

       The Olympia-Rafah Solidari ty Mural  Project  

(ORSMP) has again this year been a focal point for the Ra-

chel Corrie Foundation's participation in Olympia Arts Walk 

events. On the fourth weekend in April and the first in Octo-

ber, over a hundred downtown Olympia businesses share 

their spaces with a bevy of regional artists who grace the 

community with diverse  visual and performance art. RCF utilizes these 

festive weekends to celebrate and encourage art connections with Palestine. 

Our April effort opened with a first-ever Skype conversation between sister 

city groups in Olympia,  Washington; Rafah, Gaza; and Madison, Wiscon-

sin. Participants, drawn together by links to Gaza, briefed each other about 

efforts to foster connections and discussed how to develop and practice 

“sisterhood.” At the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity mural site, home-baked bak-

lava to benefit Olympia Arab Festival sold out on the first day, despite the 

relentless Northwest rain. Not Afraid to Look, an exhibit by Network of 

Photographers for Palestine (NOPP), with photos from 2003 by Tom Hurn-

dall and Rachel Corrie, and recent ones from Gaza photographer, Ezz, was 

displayed on a free-standing, mock apartheid wall. The exhibit provided a 

glimpse into Rafah, Olympia's Gaza sister city, for our own event partici-

pants and Arts Walk passersby. Line Marker, a member of the Assembly of 

the Revolutionary Artists of Oaxaca (ASARO), provided an interactive sten-

cil making workshop for youth, who learned to lay stencils and practiced on 

the “apartheid free wall.” ASARO has been an ORSMP partner since the 

project began in 2008; and on this occasion, Line attached his own stencil to 

the mural. Events were a bit soggy, but there were many literal and figura-

tive rainbows!  As an outgrowth, RCF has pledged to continue supporting 

Skype conversations to bring our disparate communities closer and to    

further intersectional events and relationships with the 150 organizations 

represented on the Olympia- Rafah Solidarity Mural – drawing our Olympia 

community closer while supporting our sister city in Rafah, Gaza. For pho-

tos and more information visit the following: rachelcorriefoundation.tumblr, 

olympiarafahmural.org and mcla.digication.com/annscott/ASARO. We are gratified 

to see the mural growing into a community gathering place and are pleased 

that this summer it became the site of community-organized vigils in re-

sponse to the 51-day assault on Gaza and resultant loss of both Palestinian 

and Israeli lives.  We are glad to share this space with many other community-

minded, social justice advocates and organizations. 

(pg. 1 cont.) The rise of this racialized system of social control in the U.S. finds a striking parallel in the system of mass incarceration of Palestinian civilians 

by Israeli military occupation forces in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. Since Israel occupied the remaining lands of Palestine by military force in 

1967, more than 726,000 Palestinian men, women and children have been detained,         

representing twenty percent of the total population and forty percent of all males in the    

occupied territories. While there are obvious linkages between American and Israeli systems 

of mass incarceration, not to mention massive support the U.S. gives to Israel to maintain its 

military occupation, it is use of mass incarceration as a system to preserve racial privilege 

and hierarchy that is its most striking element.  

 This year’s Peace Works event, Y et Again As Captives: Mass Incarceration in the 

U.S. & Palestine, brought together national and international organizers, activists and   

academics to explore systems of mass incarceration in the U.S. and Palestine and strategies 

to combat them. A day-long conference April 19th at The Evergreen State College featured 

panel discussions and workshops that exposed mass incarceration as a system of racialized 

social control, and provided examples of local and national campaigns aimed at dismantling 

such systems: Y outh Incarceration and the School-to-Prison Pipeline, Supporting Prisoner 

Strikes from Palestine to Pelican Bay, Immigrant Activism & The Northwest Detention Center, and An Alternative to Punishment: Transformative &     

Restorative Justice. Presenters included a broad coalition of grassroots organizations: Gateways for Incarcerated Youth, Students for Justice in Palestine, 

The Jericho Movement, Washington Incarceration Stops Here, Books to Prisoners, Friends of Sabeel North America, Al Shabaka, No New Jim Crow    

Seattle, and more. The conference culminated with a keynote conversation between world-renowned scholars and activists Angela Davis and Noura Erakat. 

Hundreds packed the Washington Center for the Performing Arts for this stirring event, moderated by Savvina Chowdhury – RCF board member and    

Evergreen State College professor. Davis and Erakat spoke at length about the history of systemic oppression against Palestinians and marginalized       

populations in the U.S., the rise of the carceral state, the social and economic impact of mass incarceration, and alternatives to the current systems of mass 

imprisonment and perpetual military occupation. RCF is thrilled to have hosted this significant conference, truly embracing the Peace Works mission, 

which declares our intent to explore the meaning and practice of justice and peace as they affect the social, economic, political, environmental, and spiritual 

aspects of people’s lives while striving for fundamental social change and a just society – focusing on individuals and groups who work on local, national, 

and global levels to resist oppression, inequality, and war. 

We are grateful to the staff, interns, volunteers, presenters, 

and conference attendees who made it  possible. 

From le ft :  Pa t ty Mosqueda,  El izabeth Moore ,  Susan Greene ,  Josh El l io t ,  Line  Marker ,  Hilary 

Hacker,  and Jess ica  Babcock a t  the Olympia -Rafah So l idar ity M ura l.    

Immigrant Activism & NWDC Workshop (photo—John Harvey)         

http://rachelcorriefoundation.tumblr/
http://rachelcorriefoundation.tumblr.com/
http://olympiarafahmural.org/
https://mcla.digication.com/annscott/ASARO
https://mcla.digication.com/annscott/ASARO
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     The sun was  sh in ing 

brighter  than usual  in 

Olympia for  the ci ty’s  

second Arab Fest ival  – 
l iving up  to  i t s  name S huruq: Arabic for “sunr ise .”  Could  a  

bet ter  t i t le  have been chosen for this event? Probably no t .  For 

when the sun rises, hope is renewed, optimism radiates, and well – life is just 

better. “We hope the sun from the East will shine in our hearts and guide us 

toward a better future,” said Farihan Bushnaq, board member of the Rachel 

Corrie Foundation and festival visionary. To many, a celebration shedding 

light on the beauty of Arab culture is a necessary counter to these war-packed 

times when all things Arab are casually vilified.  In the main hall of The 

Olympia Center, a 1971 recording of Fairuz echoed between stage sets: 

Seattle's Jafra Dabke Team – an energetic Palestinian folk dance troupe – 

followed by Portland’s Al Andalus – an ensemble performing exquisitely 

crafted songs inspired by the Middle East, North Africa, and Europe. Speaker 

Mohammad Usrof, born and raised in Khan Younis Gaza, recently moved to 

Olympia in September. Current issues and his own life experiences were 

discussed in the panel Refugees 

and Humanitarian Crisis: Gaza 

and Syria. He remarked 

approvingly of the festival and 

Olympia. "From my 

observations in America, capital 

cities are small, and typically 

only host government related 

events, but Olympia is unique. It 

promotes an opportunity for 

diversity, and strengthens the 

Arab minority by connecting the 

greater community throughout 

Washington State.” There was 

no shortage of hospitality 

offered by a variety of cultural 

vendors. Kay Tarapolsi, a 

Libyan American artist, featured 

her brand of gifts and trinkets: 

A Crafty Arab – “handcrafting 

a vibrant Arab world.” 

Children gathered at the craft area and assembled colorful geometric bits of 

foam into elegant mosaic patterns.                                                      

 Many honored their heritage by hosting Arab country booths –

such as high school student Samia Saliba, with a Lebanon table showcasing 

photography from her recent travels. Every wall exhibited a colorful display 

of flags and educational maps highlighting the 22 Arab countries, curated 

by local artist Jan Imus. When seven-year-old Maysa, festival participant, 

was asked to find the flag connected to her heritage, without hesitation she 

enthusiastically pointed to the red, black, white and green rectangular fabric 

hanging above. “That's my flag! It's where my grandparents are from." Asad 

Bushnaq, Maysa's grandfather and Olympia resident, was born in Haifa, 

Palestine. Earlier, on the main stage, he presented an overview of the 

Muslim holiday Eid, which coincidentally fell on the same date as the 

festival, along with the Jewish holiday Yom Kippur. Could this chance 

alignment of religious calendars be some kind of signal, reminding us that 

we must uphold all versions of truth? Probably. 

 

organized this year.” These tournament events, conceived by citizens of 

Rafah, stand in extraordinary opposition to their circumstance, enduring 

in order to heal their community.  

   In Olympia, in a November 20 observance of the UN Interna-

tional Day of Tolerance, friends gathered at the Great Cuisine of India for 

a fundraiser organized by local tournament coordinator, John Harvey. 

Indian food donated by the restaurant filled our olfactories, and every seat 

was filled. Speaking of the role of football in Palestine, author and jour-

nalist Ramzy Baroud remarked, “Our joyous occasions root us in the 

earth.” Tarik Bentlemsani engaged ears and hearts with his finger-style 

guitar. The fundraiser and tournament were an energetic success made 

possible only with the support of donors and allies, near and far. 

  (photo—gaza l i fe .org)  

Samia  Sa l iba  a t  her  Lebanon table .  (photo —Corey Coomes)  

Mohammad Usrof gives  Al Anda lus  a 

thumbs   up ! (photo —Haifa  Er ickson)  

SHURUQ II شروق    

Kristina Erickson, RCF Staff 

Olympia to  Gaza Through Sport  
Khefri Azure, RCF intern  

 For  six  years the Rachel  Corr ie  Footba ll  

Tournament in Gaza has  coinc ided  wi th celebra t ion 

of Ramadan.  This year’s event was delayed ten weeks due to 

catastrophic Israeli attacks on the people, homes, and communi-

ties of Gaza. To many Palestinians, football is a symbol of com-

munity reunion and normality that resumes when tanks disperse 

and curfews cease.  

 Five weeks into this summer's delay, the tournament 

became a necessity and planning began. Amidst bustling bleach-

er crowds, young Palestinians memorialized their cities de-

stroyed in 1948 and loved ones lost in 2014, dedicating play in 

their honor. The resilient spirit of these players emerged as re-

sistance, as the seventh Rachel Corrie Football Tournament 

commenced. In the face of adversity, athletes came together as 

community. Three hundred fifty-two men in thirty-two teams 

eagerly put the ball in play. A resilient community is an inclu-

sive community.  

   From December 1-3, in observance of the International 

Day of Disabled Persons, phase two of the tournament was inau-

gurated with table tennis and football components for athletes 

with disabilities. Hosted by Al Basma Club for the Disabled, 

over 160 participants played in “this most successful tournament 
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Education, Events and Outreach 
 Cindy and Craig Corrie talks and workshops at 

colleges, universities, conferences, community 

events and in the media throughout US and world 

 March 16 observance: My Name is Rachel 

Corrie, Theater of the Oppressed workshop, panel 

discussion on academic and cultural boycott, and 
community potluck 

 Sabeel's Seeds of Justice and Hope for Pales-

tine and Israel conference cosponsor, Portland, 
Oregon; workshop presenters on lobbying/media/

youth engagement 

 Cosponsor: Peace and Economic Justice Ac-
tion Conference - Spokane; I Am Troy Davis April 

events in Pacific NW - Kimberly Davis and Jen 

Marlowe; and Vancouver Peace and Justice Fair 

 Peace Works Conference - Y et Again as Cap-

tives: Mass Incarceration in the U.S. and Palestine - 

keynote by Angela Davis and Noura Erakat  

 Nakba commemoration display memorializing  

500 Palestinian villages destroyed or depopulated 

 Ali Abunimah, cofounder of The Electronic 
Intifada - Traditions Cafe in Olympia 

 Ron Smith, historian and geographer, report on 

June trip to Gaza - Traditions Cafe in Olympia 

 “Block the Boat” - mobilization to block  

Israeli company ZIM from unloading goods in local ports  

 International Day of Peace event cosponsor 

 Shuruq II - Olympia Arab Festival October 3-4 

 Rachel Corrie Memorial Scholarship awarded 

to Evergreen State College student 

 Palestine Student Solidarity Project (PSSP)   

brings Gaza student to The Evergreen State College  

 Scholarship award for Birzeit University to 

Lamees Ahmad, niece of activists killed in protest   

 Rejoicing for Rights, observance and event to 
mark Human Rights Day 

 

Gaza Projects 
 RCF Leadership Studies and Media Island 

benefit for library project in Rafah, Gaza 

 Leadership Studies Fellow, Anees Mansour -  
Event at Traditions Cafe  

 Inaugural Leadership Studies Fellowship  

program completed in Olympia and Madison 

 The Escalating Crisis in Israel/Palestine - 

panel: Steve Niva - The Evergreen State College; 

Mohammed Usrof - Gaza; Eitan Isaacson - Rehovot, 
Israel; Sallie Shawl - JVP Tacoma 

 International Call to Action for Gaza: Banner 

Drop; Heritage Park “die-in;” meeting with Con-
gressman Heck's staff 

 Palestine Realities with Updates - FOR    

sponsored TCTV program with RCF panelists 

 With Gaza Emergency Fund partners, provide 

sanitation kits, winter clothes, counseling, and  

embroidery supplies for those internally displaced 
by Israeli military attacks  

 Rachel Corrie Ramadan Football Tournament: 

for young men and disabled  

 

Arts for Peace and Justice 
 World Water Day - NW Film Forum: Water on 

the Table, Gaza films, and panel on water          

privatization, water rights in Palestine, and Stop 
Veolia Seattle - cosponsor 

 The House I Live In and The Law in These Parts - 

Films at The Evergreen State College - cosponsor 

 Connecting Communities in Resistance - Arts 

Walk Skype with Rafah and Madison sister cities, 

Not Afraid to Look - Photographers for Palestine 
exhibit, and ASARO Collective stencil workshop 

 Dancing in Jaffa - Olympia Film Society with 

RCF post-screening discussion 

 International Avant Garde Shorts - with   

Basma Alsharif film Deep Sleep - OFS Film Festi-

val Sponsor 

Advocacy and BDS 
 Panel on BDS and Solidarity at MLK Day 

event at Seattle's Garfield High School 

 Endorsements of BDS campaigns  targeting  

G4S, Veolia, SodaStream, Caterpillar, Inc., and Re/

Max; support for local divestment campaigns 

 Participation in Northwest Regional BDS 

Coalition 

 Continued support for Olympia Food Co-op 
boycott of Israeli products 

 Education on Israeli court proceedings in the 

case of Rachel Corrie 

 Submission of U.S. Human Rights Obligations 

with Respect to the Protection of the Palestinian 

People and Human Rights Defenders to United 
Nations Universal Periodic Review of the United 

States of America - with partners American Friends 

Service Committee, Center for Constitutional 
Rights, US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation, 

and Jewish Voice for Peace 


