CONCLUDING STATEMENT

Rachel Corrie was acting in the tradition of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King when |
life was

snuffed out. Many justice and human rights defenders before Rachel have lost their lives in
their struggle .-

for righteousness and in their attempts to make this world a better place and, sadly, others
follow

after her.

Rachel was a mature, conscientious human being who worked to bring people together anc
did wonders as an

ambassador of the true face of the American people in a different part of the world -- an
American people

that does not turm up outside Palestinian homes and give their occupants 5 minutes to gath:
what

possessions they can, before bulldozing into dust the fruits of a life spent working to provide
for a

family.

In a very direct way, Rachel stood up for family values and for those who were too poor anc
powerless i
to be able to protect themselves. She was a true American hero.

The United States government has a particular responsibility to investigate Rachel's death,
only
because she was a US citizen killed by a foreign government, but also because the US



government

actively supplies Israel with the military hardware and funds that enabled and continue to
enable Israel

to carry out these illegal and immoral acts. ~

The world cannat go on ignoring the violence that continues daily to claim the lives and
livelihoods of

many other unarmed, nonviolent Palestinian civilians. Rachel Corrie offers us an opportunit
look through

a window into the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and see things as they are. Let us not close the
curtains and

go about our business. She and the Palestinian people deserve better.



